Dr. GREGORT's 
THANKSGIVING 


SERMON, 


PREAC I#E D 
On Thurſday the 2d of December, 1697: 


_— ———_— — 


"Owz "Etenvixe. 
OR, A 
THANKSGIVING 


SERMON 


FOR 


Peace Abzoad; 


wirT H 
Mortives to Unity at Home, 


ESPECIALLY 
In Matters of Religion: 


Preach'd at Hembleden in the County of Backs, on 
Therſday the Second Day of December, 1697. 


By FxAnCis GREGORY, D.D. and Reftor of | 
f 0 "Hambleden. | 


— —_— 


— 


LONDON: | | 
Printed for Richard Sare, at Gray s-Inn-Gate ; and | 


Sold by B. Whilocknear Stationers-Hall, : 697. 


— — —— = — DAw_— — —— 


-— — - — —— 


—_—_ 
wa 


Ke 


joan 


te. oe. adi. ot 
—__—___. 


PSALM CXXI.L 7, 


| Peace be within thy Walls, and Proſpe- 
rity within thy Palaces. 


Oncerning this. Pſalm there are Three 

things which may be conſ{1derd ; Furſt, 

The Inſcription or Title, which ic 

bears. Secondly, The Occaſion upon 

which it was written; and, Thirdly, The fub- 

ject Matter which it contains. As for the Title 
of his Pſalm, tis double; for, 

Firſt, Tis [tiled in the Hebrew Language,Schir 
Hammaaloth , in the Greek, «9 Tov aveb29uay ; 
in the Latin, Canticum Graduum,z. a Song, of 
Degrees. And, beſides this Pſalm, there are 
Fourteen more ſer down in order, which bear 
che ſame Inſcription. | 

And why theſe Fifteen Plalmsare called Songs 
of Degrees, there are ſeveral Reaſons offered by 
ſeveral Interpreters, all which are but Conje- 
Etural. The Rabbins or DoCtors of the Jewiſh 
Church tell us, That there were Fifteen Steps or 
BD Starrs, 
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Stairs, by which, as by ſo many Degrees, they 
went up to the "Temple, and that upon their 
Solemn Feſtivals, the Lev:tes were wont upon 
each of theſe: Steps or Degrees to ſtand (till, 
and ſing'one of'thoſe Pſalms; ,and that. from 
this Cuſtom theſe Fifteen Pſalms received this 
denomination. £Xo-3þ ©” 2 

There are others, who think that there was 


in the Temple a certainiplace raiſed high above 


the Ground, like the Galleries in our' Churches, 
ro which the Levites aſcended by ſeveral Steps 
or Degrees, and there did {ing theſe Pſalms ;”and 


that from thence theſe Pfalms'took this'Name. * 


There is 2 third Opinion, : that theſe Pſalms 
are ſo called, becauſe: when the Levites did fing 
them, they did by degrees raiſe their Notes,-ad- 
vance their Voices, and-tune-them- in an-higher 
Strain than ordinary. | But the conftderation of 
this being athing rather of Carty than of Ed:- 
fication, '1 wyll fay no more about it. my 

2aly. The ſecond Infcription 'or Title 
which this Pſalm bears in' the Hebrew Tongue, 
is this, M:zmor le Dabid, a Pſalm of David; the 
Greek Tranſlation reads it, Tau mf Azf)F, 4 . 
Pſalm to David: But that'san Hebra:ſm, where 
the Article /e doth govern fornetimes a GentIve, 
ana ſometimes a Dative Caſe. This 
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This Title ſheweth us who was the undoubt- 
ed Penman of this Pſalm; namely, che Roya/ 
Prophet, a King inſpired of God, whoſe Name 
ſtands prefixed before moſt of the Pſalms, to 
diſtinguiſh thoſe which were written by him, 
and thoſe which were Penned by ſome other in- 


ſpired Perſons; as, 4ſaph, Heman, Ethan, and 


Moſes. But to paſs by this. 

Secondly, The ſecond thing conſiderable, 'in 
reference to this. whole Pſalm, is the Occaſion 
whereupon it was compoſed and written, and 
that is thought to be this: 

We read that David had been forced to fly 
from Jeruſalem from his own Houſe, and God's, 
_ by the Rebellion and Treaſon of his own Son 
Abſolom, who endeavour'd to difpoſleſs him of his 
Kingdom, and probably of his Life too ; bur, 
within a ſhort ſpace, 4bſalom being ſlain, and 
his Army diſperſed, and David retutned in fafe- 
ty to Jeruſalem, tis believed that he might, 
upon that happy occafion, Pen this Pſalm. 

But, 'Thirdly,” the third' thing here confide- 
rable, is, the Suljef Matter which this Pſalm 
contains in' it; and the moſt remarkable Pal- 
ſages therein are theſe two : 

1. David's exceeding Joy for his Reſtora- 
D 2: l 
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tion to the Place of God's Publick Worſhip, 
from which, to his unſpeakable Grief, he had 
been 1o lately Baniſhed, 

During the whole time of David's Exile, 
there was nothing that did ſo much diſquiet Da- 
T:4s Soul, as the conſideration of his forced: 
Abſence from the Sanctuary of God ;, none of his 
Troubles, none of his Misfortunes did he ever 
lament ſo /ong, and fo oft as thar. 

But when once David had recovered his for- 
mer Liberty, when the Doors of the Sanctuary 
did again ſtand open to him, like a Man tran- 
{ported with Joy, he abruptly broke out into 
this Expreſſion ; 1 was glad when they ſaid unto 
me, Let us go into the Houſe of the Lord; and fo it is 
with all Religious Souls : To them the Houſe of 
God 1s a place of the greateſt Joy and Pleaſure. 

2dly, The ſecond of thoſe things, which are 
moſt conſiderable in this Pſalm, is David's earne 
Requeſt, both to God and Men, for the Happineſs 
of Jeruſalem, and for the continuance of thoſe 
Spiritual Privileges which they did now enjoy. 

His Addreſs. to Men was this, Pray for the 
Peace of Feruſalem ; and what he requeſted other 
Men to do, he did himſelf, backing his Exhor- 
tation with his own Example; for, upon the 
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account of Zeruſalem, being then the Royal 
City, the chief Place of God's moſt ſolemn Wor- 
ſhip, and a Type of the Univerſal Church, Da- 
v:4 put up this Petition to Heaven, Peace be 
within thy walls, and proſperity, or, as our old 
Tranſlation reads it, Plenteouſneſs, within thy 
Palaces. | 
Now, from the Matter and Method of this Pe- 
tition, which David here preſented to his God, 
there do very naturally ariſe theſe two plain Con- 
cluſions; Firſt,That Peace is a Bleſſmg that is very 
defirable, why elſe did David perſwade his Neigh- 
bours to beg it ? And why elſe did he himſelf fo 
earneſtly Petition God to grant it? 
Secondly, That Proſperity, or Plenteouſneſs, ts 
commonly the Fruit and Conſequence of Peace. This 
I obſerve from the Method and Order of David s 
Petition, / Peace be within thy walls ; that's the 
firſt part of his Requeſt : and then the ſecond 
follows, Proſperity or Plenteouſneſs be within thy 
Palaces. And, the truth is, without Peace firſt 
obtained, Proſperity or Plenteouſneſs can hardly 
be expeCted. ] Tx 
Firſt, the firſt Concluſion which doth natu- 
rally ariſe from the Text, is this, namely, That 
Peace is a Bleſſing that is very defrrable indeed ; and 
ſo 
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ſoit is; 1}, In the Private Families of Parti- 
cular Men. '24aly, In the Publick Soctetres, Com- 
monwealths, and Kingdoms of the World. 34dly; 
In the Catholick Church, which is God's more 
ſpecial Kingdom, and the only Fanuly of Chriſt 
here below. | A 

I. Peace is a Bleſſmg, that 1s very deſirable in 
the private Families of particular Perſons. 

There are three chief Relations, which are 
commonly found in the Families of 'Men; thar 
of Husbands and Wrves, Parents and Children, 
Maſters and Servants; and how pleaſant, how 
joyful a thing muſt ic needs-be forall the Rela- 
tions, who conſtitute the'whole Family, to live 
cogether in Peace and Unity ! Husbands and 
Wives are called One Fleſh; and certainly it can 
never do well if they be not of One Spirit too ; 
for, can they who are but” One Fleſh be divided 

| without ſore Rents and Wounds? Again, Ch:/- 
drenare but the Parts of their own Parents, and 
can any part, that'is quick and living, be fſepa- 
rated from the whole, without "fenſe of much 
pain and anguiſh ? And as for Servants, they 
are their Maſters Truftees ; and 1f they bear a 
grudge to their Maſters Perſon, tis ten to one but 
they will falſify their Truſt too. 

| But 
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But - where Husbands and Wives are of the 

ſame mind, and draw the ſame yoke, and in the 
ſame way; Where Parents love their Children, 

and Children lovetheir Parents ; where Maſters 
are-kind-to their Servants, and Servants chear- 

fully obey their Maſters; where the inferior Re- 

lation doth readily do what the Superior doth 
prudently require : In ſhort, when the Hazd doth 
willingly execute what the Head doth wiſely con- 
trive 'and'ditate,. Where-the caſe ſtands thus, 

fuch Families are in the ready way, and take the 

right courſe to thrive. - 

-- But on' the other hand, if. Strifes and Con- 
ceritions ariſe and grow in a Family ; if, as our 

Eord ſpeaks, The father ſhall be drvided againſt the rue 1. 
fon, ani the ſon-againſt the father ; the mother agamſt 5* 

the, daughter, and the daughter againſt the mother ; 

where Relations, -who are ſo near in Blod, are 

at ſuch diſtance in point of 4fefion, ſuch Fami- 

lies can never expe&t God's Bleſling co make 
them* Proſper; nor indeed can they heartily 

unite any joint 'Peritions to beg it. 

Such Families are ſo far from having any 

hopes to flouriſh, that our Lord hath plainly 

told us, Every houſe, every family divided againſt — r2. 


r ſelf, ſhall-nat ſtand, No, Strite and Conten-or 34. 
I | ion 
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10 Are, -as (Fregory Nazuanzene well obſerves, 
'Agyi Avowe;, The beginnings of Diſſolution ; That 
which beſt Cements and Supports a Family, is 
mutual Concord and Unity ; and if ſo, how de- 
firable a Bleſſing is Peace even in the private Fa- 
mulies of Men ? 

II, Peace is a Bleſling very defirable in the 
. Catholick Church, which is the great and only Fa- 

mily which God hath in this/lower, World. 
Ep.2.19. St. Paul tells his Chriſtian Converts thus, 1: 
are fellow Citizens; with the Saints, and of the 
houſhold of God ; not as Serpants. only, but; as 
Children too. All the ſincere Converts, of -the 
World, all true Believers have the ſame God for 
their F, ather, the ſame. Chriſt for-their Brother, 
the ſame Church for their Mother, and if ſo, them- 

ſelves muſt needs be Brethren.. 
And is not this Fraternity ſuch. a near Rela- 
tion, as ſhould incline us to Peace and [Unity ? 
Grains 8. m chat -Expreſhon of Abraham to Lot, Let there 
be no ſtrife, 1 pray thee, betwixt me and thee L 
weave: Brethren, ith a pretend to be 
vellers towards the — Canaan; and: if we 
be ſuch indeed, that Counſel which Foſeph gave 
Gen. 45. his Brethren doth much CONCern us ; See that 
+. ye fall not out by the way;z O remember, that ot | 
who 
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who 1s the Father of us all, is ſtiled, The God of 
Peace ; our Bleſſed Saviour, who is our Elder 
Brother too, 1s itiled, The Prince of Peace; and 
he hath given us a fair Intimation, that every 
good Man 1s, and ought to be, a Sor of peace, Luke 10.5: 
one inclinable and well diſpoſed ro mutual Con- 
cord, Amity and Agreement; to this end did 
our Lord give his Apoſtles chis Charge, Have 
peace one with another. Nay, faith St. Paul, if gon? 32 
zt be poſfuble, as much as lies im you, live peaceably '* 
with all men ; but eſpecially with all Men of the 
ſame Religion, 
See how very earneſt St. Paul was for this, [ 

the priſoner of the Lord beſeech you ; What to do ? 
to oo the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace : 
And truly, where this Unity of che Spirit is not 
kept, where this Bond of Peace in matters of 
Religion is once diſſolved, 'tis a clear Evidence, 
that Men are not ſuch Chriſtians as they ſhould 
be; St, Paul plainly told the Men of Corinth fo, 
T hear that there are diviſions amongſt you, divilion « cor. 1«. 
about. cheir Teachers ; One ſaith, I am of Paul, !%,..,. 
another ſaith, 1 am of Apollo, and a third ſaith, * © 
I am of Cephas ; and what doth St. Paul infer 
from this variety of their Opinions ? That he 

tells them, Whereas there is among ſt you env3ings, i Cor. 3.3 
| C  fſrife 
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= - - -— - ; 
- — _ " __ _ OOO Een 5 OE 24 — od SM con nr LOST WS en on LI _ A > === 2 X—p—t- Ab "IA 
_ EG a RA Amer rn __ TIED EE re IIS _—  —— —— a T = 
4 ED ee ee = Ads eee : 


A T hanksgtving Sermon, 


as men 2 Not as becomes good Chriſtians, but like 


ſinful Men. 


Now, much like to this Cafe of the Church 
of Corinth 1s the preſent Caſe of the: Church of 
England too ; 'for, as they were divided about 
cheir- Preachers, ſo are we; as, among them, 
one was for Pasl, another for Apollo, and a third 
for Cephas ;- ſo, among us, one 1s for an Ep: ſ-. 
copal Preacher, another for 8 Presbyterian, a 
third for an Independent : One Man 1s for thoſe 
ſet Forms of Prayer which our very Excellent 
Liturgy preſcribes, and I cannot © blame him; 
another Man is for extempore Effuſtons ; and fure; 
I am, that even theſe alſoare ſet and firmed Forms, 
chough not-to the Speaker himſelf, yet to every 
other Man that hears them : Again, one Man 
is for performing the Duties of our 'Publick 
Worſhip in a Church, a place Built and Dedi- 
cated to the Service of God alone; but another 
Man is for Worſhipping the Great Majeſty of 
Heaven in an homely Barn, a place buf and 
deſigned only for the C:y:1 and Common Uſes 
of men. Once more ; One Man is for our 
Publick 4ſſemblies, which are Eſtabliſhed by 
our Laws ; another Man. 1s for Conventicles 1n_ 

| RR _ Private 
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Private Hoſes ; and fince theſe Conventicles have 
been fo very numerous, and fince ſo. many ſorts 
of Diſſenters have reſforred to them, 'tis from 
the Good Providence of God that theſe Conven- 
ticles have not yet emptied our Churches, that 
theſe back Ditches have not yer drawn the main 
Stream quite dry. 

But can the Wiſeſt of men among(t us fore- 
ſee what the end of our Diviſions ' may prove ? 
Sure 1am, its preſent Effects are but ad ones ; 
for, by theſe Diviſions we do prejudice the beſt 
Religion in the World; we do thereby very 
much diſcourage Jews, Papiſts, Turks, Men'of 
all «ther Religions, from embracing onrs.-* For, 
may they not juſtly ſay, the true way of 'Wor- 
ſhipping ; God being but oxe, ſince there is a- 
mong(t us Proteftants ſuch a drverfity of Opmi- 
on$abourt it, ,who! can aſſure us, which may be' 
che only right one? 1 —_ 
- Beſides, © this Difference in Judgment doth 
naturally produce Drfference in Praftice too ; and 
differerice in PraCtice doth ; commonly 'cteare' 
diflerence in; Ffe#ion ; and' when theſe: Diffe- 
rences | meet together, they are wont to ' pro». 
duce Schiſms 1m the Church, Sed:twons in the 
State, and Confuſtons m bath. Nay, when Dif-' 
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ferences in matters of Religion ferment and 
grow high; when divided Parties are zealous 
every one for his own Opinion, how oft do 
they break out into Civil Wars, ſome of them 
defending their Errors by the Sword, which 
they could never have defended by any other Ar- 
gumznts £2 | F 

Now then, if theſe be the uſual Conſe- 
quences of Diviſions 'in 'matters of Religion, 
how deſirable a Bleſſing muſt Unicy and Peace 
be in the Church of God 2? 

III. Peace is a Bleſſing very deſirable in the 
C:vil Societies of Men, in Towns and Cities, in 
the Commonwealths and Kingdoms 'of the World ; 
at Home among(\t our ſelves, | and Abroad with 
all other Nations too. 37; HOT 

I need . not. tell you, that-.in | Halcyon days, 
when things - are quiet at Home, .the Tradeſ- 
man may ſafely mind his Shop, and the Husband- 
man his Plow ; In times of Peace, our Flocks and 
Herds are wont to. Multiply, our Corn comes 
ſafe into the Barn, /our Markets are full; "our 
Courts are open, our Laws retain their Force,'and 
Fuſtice betwixt Man and Man may freely be ad- 
mihiſtred ; In times of Peace every Man may 
ſit under his own Fig-tree, under. his own 

| Vine, 
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you and quietly eat the Fruit of his own La- 
Our. / 

And when we are at Peace abroad with o- 
ther Nations; how cheerfully may our Merch- 
ants I ranſport their Goods beyond the Seas, and 
bring back their Ships richly laden wich Silks, 
Silver, Gold and Diamonds ? In ſhort, when 
we have Peace both at Home and Abroad, we 
of this Nation can want for nothing that tends 
to make a Kingdom happy. 

But the beſt way to underſtand and value 
the Benefits of Peace, 1s to conſider the Calantzes 
of War ; methinks Drums and Trumpets, Carbines 
and P:ſtols, Muskets and Canons are Names which 
* ſound like to dreadful Claps of Thunder, and 
Ten thouſand g/ittering Swords ſeem as terrible 
as ſo many flaſhes of Lightning; for where War 
is raiſed , Trade decayeth , Merchants break, 
Taxes grow High, Mony grows Scarce, Trea- 
ſures are Exhauſted, Laws are Interrupted , 
Houſes are Plundered, Towns and Cities are 
burnt' to Aſhes, Corn-fields are Devoured, a- 
bundance 'of Blood is ſhed, and whole Coun- 
tries are often laid Waſt and Deſolate. 

Now then, if the Benefits of Peace, and the 


Mzſeries of War be indeed ſo exceeding great, we 
may 
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dreadful, our Deliverance from thera, muſt necd; 
deſerve our Thanks, and thoſe Thanks are due 
both to our God, and. to our King. 
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may. well conclude,; that, Peace 1s a Bleſſing ye- 
ry deſirable by all Mankind, unleſs perhaps ir 
be by ſome proud Tyrannical and Ambitious 
Princes, or ſuch Soldiers of Fortune as know 
not how to live without:Rapine, Plunder and 
Wages to deſtroy. the Lives and Fortunes of 0- 
ther Men. Now, to apply this 
1. Conſider we the great Reaſon we: have to 
keep a ſolemn Day of Thanksgiving with'all ex- 
preſſons of Gratitude. for that welcome Peace, 
which after a tedious War, is now fſetled be- 
twixt us and our Neighbour Nations. 
For by this happy Peace we are,. for time to 


come ſecured from thoſe, Calamities, which we 


have ſuffered by the late War for ſo. many Years 
rogether : I need not here again enumerate the 
Miſeries of War, nor mind, you'that- it hath 
dramed our Packer” chat it hath coſt a World of 
Treaſure, and which is a great deal-worſe, that 
the Sword hath drunk, whole Barrels of Engliſb 
Blood. -: | 
And if the Miſeries of War be {ſo exceeding 
$ 
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Firſt, Our Thanks for Peace are'due to-our 
God ; for he who is our Gad, is the God-of 
Peace, the great Author of it; ſo doth the Pſal- 
miſt tell-us, He maketh Wars to ceaſe to the end Phi. 459. 
of the Barth ;- he'breaketh the Bow, and cutteth the 
Spear in ſunder ; he burneth the Charivt in the Fire.” 
When it is tus good Pleaſure fo to do, he can, 
and: doth - incline the Hearts of Men to Peace, 
and in order to that, they ſhall lay aſide the 
uſual Engines of War ; 'ſo the Prophet tells us , 
they ſhall beat their Swords mto Plowſhares, and 16.2. 4. 
their Spears tnto pruning 'Hooks ; Nation ſhall not 
lift up Sword agaiuſt Nation, ' neither ſhall they learn 
War any-more, 1 he doing of this is a peculiar 
Prerogative, which the Glorious Majeſty of 
Heaven doth moſt juſtly claim co himſelf 1. 4;. 5. 
make Peace; - and create Evil ; 1 the Lord do all 
theſe things.” "Tis he that raiſeth War "in his: 
Wrath; and tis he who: puts an end'ito War, 
and creates Peacein his Mercy ; and if fo, ſince 
by him-we now enjoy the Blefling of Peace, can. 
we do lefs than bleſs him for it 2 

Secondly, Our Thanks for Peace arealſo due- 
to our Kzng, as being the great Inſtrument in. 
Gods hand-to procure it for us. 


We- 
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We have now a King well qualified wich 
Prudence and Policy to manage our civil Affairs 
1n times of Peace, and we have a Prince of wiſe 
CondutZ and moſt excellent Courage to lead our 
Armies in a time of War; -a King who for his 
Conduct and Courage, doth deſerve a greater 
Renown, than Hanmbal, Scipio, Julius Ceſar, 
Alexander the Great, or any other General men- 
tioned in the Greekand Roman Stories. 
To this King. of ours, not only England, 
Scotland and Ireland, but the States of Holland, 
the King of Spazn, the Princes of Germany, and 
the Emperour himſelf does under God, owe their 
Preſervation ; for had not our King interpoſed, 
the French King, who is ſo Ambitious and fo 
Strong, eaſily mzght, and certainly would have 
overcome them all: And in that caſe the only 
Favour which England could have expected, 
would have been this, .namely, to have been 
devoured: /aft. 

But thanks be to God and to our King, that 
Danger is now quite over.;. for, , the French 
King found his Kingdom reduced to.ſuch Ex- 
tremities, that he was forced to defire a Ceſſa- 
tzon of Arms ; but that being deny'd him, he ſaw 
himſelf conſtrained to conclude a Peace ; that 
Peace, 
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Peace, which no man could have hoped for, - 
had not owr King diſabled France to continue the 
War. 

And what Returns ſhall we make to our King 
for this 2 Let our Hearts be with him, and our 
Prayers for him; and if any juſt Occaſion ſhall 
once more fo require, let him have our Hands 
and our Purſes too. 

Secondly, Since we have now a ſetled-Peace 
betwixt us and other Nations beyond the Sas, 
let us endeavour to reftore and ſettlea laſting 
Peace amongſt our ſelves here at Home ; 1 do 
not mean Crv:/ Peace only, but a Peace Eccleſs- 
aſftical and Sacred. 

'Tis faid of the Primitive Chriſtians ; the A8s4 3+- 
Multitude of them that believed, were all of one 
Heart and one Soul ; "tis ſaid again, all that be- , .. _ 
lieved, were together, and continued daily with one 6. 
accord inthe Temple. Were it thus in England, 
we might hope to ſee golden Days yet once a- 

Ain. | 
: But alas, as it was faid of Old, for the Devi- 
frons of Reuben there were great Thoughts of Heart ;3"%5-"5- 
ſo may 'I now 'juſtly,' ay, for the Drvifins of 
England there are ſad Thoughts of Hearts, Fears 
and Jealouſies, leſt, whilſt we contend about 


the 
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the Circumſtances of our Religion, we loſe it's 
very Subſtance; but would our 'D:ſſenters aCt 
like Mer, and hearken to right Reaſon ; would 
they aCt like Chriſtzans, and laying aſide all Pre- 
Judice, conſulc cheir Bibles, and make that their 
Rule ; I am well Satisfied, that they could find 
no juſt Ground to withdraw themſelves from 
the Church of England; that Church, in whoſe 
way of Divine Worſhip there is nothing Pre- 
ſcribed, nothing Praftiſed,*but what the Scrip- 

tures do either Command, * or) at leaſt 4llow, = 
The Subſtantial parts of Gods Worſhip 
are all Commanded by himſelf ; but it's neceſ- 
ſary Circumſtances are not fo; the Miniſter, 
who is to! Read; Preach/ and* Adminiſter the 
Sacraments, :muſt'wear 'ſome Garment or other, 
- but whether it ſhall be of Linnen or ' Woollen, 
of Stuff or Sk," 's Cloak or a Gown, of this 
Colour, or -thit, the 'Seriptures'do nor"tel} us. 
Again, in what particular Phace, "and at 'whar 
particular Hoxr, we muſt mcet to Worſhip 
God, whether the Preacher muſt fit or ftand, 
whether the Lord's Supper ſhould'be Admini- 
ſtred inthe Church, or in theCharert, theSerip- 
tures do no where teach us; ne, theſe and the 
like indifferent Circumſtances muſt, to =— 
. | — 10T- 
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Diſorders, be determined by the Piety and Pru- 
dence of our Church Governours , and when once 
they in order to Decency, Uniformity, and the 
more ſolemn' Adminiſtration of our Divine Wor- 
ſhip, have upon mature Advice and Delibera- 
tion, preſcribed us ſuch Rules, as are no way 
contrary to the Word of God, by the ſame 
Word do we all ſtand obliged i in Conſciench 
to obey them ; and were this generally done; 
our Diſputes and Quarrel about our Ceremonzes, 
which are but few and znnocent, would be at an 
end. 

But ſo Jong, as we think our ſehies ticket 
more Knowing, or more Conſcientious than our 
Rulers; while werefuſe to ſubmit to their De- 
terminations about things indifferent, and-there- 
upon break and' crumble out ſelves into: many Fa- 
&ions and Parties, we::do. by theſe Divifions 


exceedingly Gratify our Adverſaries of Rome : 


And whilſt we: pretend to abbor their Religion, 
we do, indeed give very: great Advantages tot: 

for when. ance, Men ſeparare- fram» our» Pubirck 
Aſſemblies, and meet in Private Conventicles, "tis 
well known that Prieſts and Jeſuits, 'under a 
Diſguiſe, creep in atnongſt them, 'and- -byide- 
grees in{till [their Potfonous' : Dottrines = 
D 2 che 
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the Minds of Unwary and Credulous Men. 
Let me therefore Exhort and Prevail with 
you to do what St. Paul, or rather God, by Sr. 
Paul, requires, Obey them that have the Rule oyer 


z Cor. 13. you, and Submit your ſelves : And again, Be of 
Eph. 4. 4. owe mind, live in Peace : And yet again, Endea- 


our to keep the Unity of the Spirit m the Bond of 
Peace ; 'tis that which our Religion ' and Duty 
requires : Yea, and fo” doth our ' very Intereſt 
£OO. | | 

Thirdly, Since it -hath been the good Plea- 
fare of God to Bleſs us at preſent with a C:vi/ 
Peace both at Home and Abroad, let us fo be- 
have our ſelves both to our Gd and our Kang , 
to our God, as the Author, and to our King, as 
the Inſtrument of our Peace ; that this Peace 


may be ſti]! continued to us and our Poſtericy 


without any Interruption. 

The Intereſts of a Kzng, as the Head, and 
of the SubjeFs, as the-Body Politick, are fo in- 
terwoven and twiſted together, that'a Breach 
berween them may prove Fatal to both; but 
ſtill, when Kings and Subjefs break with Hea- 
ven, that's Infinitely worſe : For, as there is 
no Friend, ſo there is no Enemy ſo conl{tderable 
8&:Ged, And what is it that makes this God 
7 | all 


” »* 
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an Enemy to any Nation, but thoſe EFpidemical 
Sins that overſpread it ? And verily, if we of 
this Kingdom ſhall ſtill perſiſt in our V icious 
Courſes, our preſent Peace cannot long ſecure 
us ; for, if we _ our repeated Covenants with 
Ged, he can eaſily incline our Enemies to break 


their Covenants with us. 
That which Moſes told the Wicked Jews, 


doth as much goncern ſinful Chriſtians too : The Devr. :t: 
49. 


Lord ſhall bring a Nation againſt thee, whoſe Tongue 
thou ſhalt not underſtand ; a Nation of fierce Coun- 
tenance, which ſhall not regard the perſon of the old, 
nor ſhew favour to the young ; and-he ſhall eat te 
fruit of thy Cattle, and the fruit of thy Land, until 
thou be deſtroyed. An Invading and Conquering 
Enemy doth God. here threaten to raiſe againſt a 
Wicked Nation. 

But on the other hand, if a Nation. prove 
Religious and Holy, what the Event 1s like to 
be, we may learn from Solomon, who faith, 


When a Man s ways pleaſe the Lord, he maketh even ecov.16.5 


his Enemies to be at peace with him. What is here 
faid ofa Particular Perſon, 1s astrue of a whole 
Nation; to pleaſe our God by a Pious and Ver- 
tuous Converſation, is the only ſure way to 
obtain and continue Peace-with Men, 


And: 
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And that a firm Peace may be for ever Eſta- 
bliſhed in all Chriſt:an Churches throughouc che 
whole World, let us all heartily join in thac 
Charitable Peticion, which our Excellent L:- 
turg y hath put into our Mouths, namely this, 
Grant, O Lord, that all they whe do confeſs thy 
Holy Name, may agree m the Truth of thy holy 
Ward, and lrye in. Unity and Godly Love. | Let us 
alſo pray more particularly for our own Feruſa- 
lem, our own Church and Kingdom, as our Royal 
Pſalmiſt did for bis in the Words of my Text; ; 
Peace be within thy Walls : and I or _ 
onfane-withineby Palos 
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